THE    DUKE     OF     WINDSOR
Free State Province: he sang hymns in the church at Jagers-
fontein, in Dutch as well as English. At Bloomfontein, a
commando of two thousand horsemen came out to meet him.
The Prince rode in beside the leader, who had fought as a
rebel under de Wet, and on the way they talked in Afrikaans.
The overflow of their conversation was heard by the horse-
men behind them. "He is talking in Afrikaans," they whisp-
ered. The wonder was passed from one to the other of all
the two thousand. If any of them had come unwillingly, their
unwillingness died before the gesture he had made in learn-
ing a little of their language. On the borders of Natal and
the Free State he was thanked for this thoughtfulness: an
English child and a Dutch child were waiting for him on
the frontier, holding a chain of flowers across the track as
the train hurried on.
The most splendid meeting of the Basuto natives was on
May 29, when more than one hundred thousand of them
gathered into a great basin of earth. They came,, still panting
and sweating from the long, terrible journeys they had made
from their kraals. Fifty thousand of them were mounted:
the others were on foot. They crowded into the great valley,
legions of them, pressing in towards the place where he was
to appear. The outer fringe of the multitude watched from
the rock hills; stiff, hefty dark figures, mounted on their
horses. The Prince often disappointed the natives by wearing
dull clothes. This time he dressed grandly: he approached
them wearing the blue ribbon of the Garter, the symbol of
Edward Ill's Order of Chivalry, across his scarlet tunic. A
murmur of worshipful approval sounded in the hot valley.
A hundred thousand dark heads craned forward to watch
the old chief, the "one about to die," who spoke for them.
"I rejoice," croaked the old voice, "as old Simeon of the
Holy Scriptures rejoiced when he was privileged to set eyes
upon the Lord Jesus."
The Prince's reply was gentle, but its, note was of common
sense. "To-day you live in peace and prosperity under British
rule. The King continues to watch over you with fatherly